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>aranc } : : : , : } ; » ) ' >) \ t I } ry Lene 
forbearance is expedient and proper. Having! was claimed, it broke ont into open rupture, and. permitied of the L o prosper,bur like ‘ Babe aby << ; 
; y of P . ; . 7 ithem in \ , } : r yea l 
this view of the Subject, I separate myself from in defence of this claim to aristocratic superior: | dui Jers. were CO! inded among themselve } n } 1 
ahi : : : 1 »} } W afte violating € j i of t } ese ma 
you on the first Sabbath in August {841; no} jy a sq) ad of foreign voters was introduced into. by disagreement, and the suoject resteg until : presale ‘i 
1 , x A an . s ' ’ ind denvir i l \ ! gmy Wwaik W 
longer holding myself bound by Covenant to! the society from neighboring churches & socie-| January 1840, when by @ similar proce L for ‘ 
P : } 1" é i m I \ mvyopri ' 


) > ° » “ j 
walk with you as a Church, but as being whol-! ties to secure the power where it was very much |eign Committee were brought to set uy he 


ly absolved from all obligations resulting from! wanted. and then the By Laws were so amend. | location, in the known absence of the Comm 


Sovens ‘ Pastor and ma ’ ' 65 '¢, 
that Covenan ed asto secure the control of membership in tee to represent ih ithern sé n before the : 
1 ‘ ’ ne 
, P ’ a0: f } 5 } s, | t t ea i if i 
In the Covenant you as a body agreed, Ist.| future, in the hands of one f urth part of the | Locating Comm And agai: ie Coun L ’ ae le es 
To receive me to your communion and fel-| society. In a written explanation of this scene cil in November, 1° had reversed all their, wont pon our nant as a very |® . nai 
} } ' ( i > t ’ 7 


lowship.” 2d. “ To conduct towards wie as fel-| by the actors in it, they expressed their senti | proceedings,a vd set them back to the beginning re 





j ” r > ' . \ = T. 4 ay . a ’ » Sé ! yen B 
i low christians ;” and 3d..“To watch over me ments ina measure as follows: ‘‘ Some, and) where they first set ous, Ihe same brethren 1) ° bpgtom 7 aa f her w 
in the Lord. These are your covenant engage- perhaps most of us were not aware, ‘till a few trived to exclude tl members of f grega i 
ments. The first article you have kept, the, months ago, that the door of admission into the|tion whereby the question Would be 4: 


second and third you have not kept, and the society was wide open at all times for any per nirol and th cain. a : ae ete 
burden of showing it, is with me. If I fail of son to enter, nor that the principle was sus ; . 
doing it, lam conscious I must stand before | ed thata member who did not givea cent,’”’| fied herself with all theu hemes of exclusion | U “ my Saviou ny eS 
you, before the world, and before my God, as ai(to create funds) “had equal right to contro! and unfairne ie ; 
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; | a Whereas by the death of the Rev. } " | 
a | . , d iniquities}ern yourselves accordingly ; nevertheless at, y “+ JOSeph - circum 
| A cotnci! of churches mutually chosen to | nothing but your repentance of your iniquities y ; 








‘ : , the person in the first insta é -. 
C Comttoued [GRE ote { ider difheulties in a church, is regarded to| and the forsaking of your uncbristian principles | the next meeting of the ee Pes sieeve carl Wy i unkind treatment of ‘ any 
tu your spiriteal well being. to admonish you ve a a me eet ee more favorable to decide | and firactices could ever induce me to reunite eee Feserng to the same auxiliaries ene application for hiring the parsonage, and “a 4 u lois 
nr wrong May the Lord help ae af aa sein are the parties themselves, | with you as a christian body. Fen-eneauil tele re ae sig om jn at. person to whom in the first instance reparat : a er 
with plainness and in the spirit of meekness. | é . a - ce of council. Such advice! gerin your ceremony of removing my name jcomastt a te ute ri cae to be was due, was by the providence of God sei, > alteretl 
ee oo ~ task | i Lar saebelle be correct. | For a charch or | from isd penne qaipmabeyrnceegehadp quand aan = cea, aah womaraaman ted they ed beyond the reach of reparation from - Thes 
; h von did i ne oO ' 4 ‘o . s in £ ) 
wir see a jit : i as W in this | individual member to disregard such advice is| nttidn, and aasees to pit sii that J ee | aa the whole and advised you to return to therefore ; ized mi 
solemn manner covenam ae lame.| therefore deemed a violation of morality and | repent of my obedience to that solemn comma hich you sat out in your first. Resolved, That unto his widow and family by rule 
church: in. ell she ordinggepaof Christ Mame: ) "er } ty The church is therefore | quoted by you—“ Now we command you breth- | the ground mo ich yous t - ith the Who were scarcely less afflicted than himseiy E sent. 
- eve “to attend and join in his worship as ” piece ace : dear brother for disregard. ren in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,that ye/ attempt to build a new house, anc oe ne wich shat nubind weametdl, te eb ‘the i 2 ogee” 
n his providence shal] give you eppor'unity : eee ; ‘aaene of tone council of withdraw from every brother that walketh dis- | same disinterestedness which then actuate ye measure of redress from us as would be due : pees 
> live together with Yhis church as an heir of | 02 ae a ais : in our view violating l orderly,” and the time of finishing your process proceed to calla foreign committee, (unless ro sciedaies tesa ital aa : 
the grace of life” and “to maintain and keep April o h, % ee Cae in a way that | to depend upon the future indications of the in-| could otherwise agree ) having yourselves ~ . Resolved, That brother — be directed to pre. ters SU 
ip the discipline of Christ's house according to pe: me Rages world be aa feel them. | flnence of your admgnition, and the indieations | that in your first attempt you peat tan y pare dn affectionate letter to be adopted by th, oie: 
the rules of the gospe!.”’. This covenant, iu oar ¢ oe oe = os ; 7 do lof Providence as to the answer of your prayers. calling the members of the ee as church to the widow Lucy F. Clary, expressing aie 
view, you have broken in forsaking the com. "eer ane violating your pledge given | If this dallying course is the result of a scrupu-/ well as the church to act #7 ~ pr pie oa suitable acknowledgments and regrets so fy render 
meunion and assemblies of this church, since before s: 7 council is also unsatisfactory. The | lous regard to propriety of proceeding, or a con. proceeded to take up ee roe . -,,as this church was concerned, for the injury tant 0 
Angst isi, 1841, when you might, if en tiie oY - i seal 10 aa was, “are you willing | Scientious difference for an apprehended scrip-| house by yeuresives, and refused = x mit dene tw their fodlings in the geteeé Of tes rd se 
have attended without inconvenience ee esa uk oh aie io Mantle the i, ‘tore requirement, it should not be in me tocom- members of the tiie _ on she ee a eines and denis taben: inn eats ae 1841, 
To jastify you in thus breaking your cove that thi c ylated house of worship ; plain; but really, Isupposed when I admitted the subject, not having then conceived so grea cnnhat hie-cealtintion tain te pateonge ¢ sched 
nant, vou say in your communication of March ae > 7 a oe ceuilics respectively to| al! you charged against me, and waved all ex. a reverence for advice of council as you now short time before his death.” _ they fi 
25th, “that in consideration of your vi sohbet oe ae aiid ine sdnaiatai all ‘ani-( ceptions to your informal proceedings, that the seem to have. sian understood by that coun- These resolutions underwent considerable - diffica’ 
of the covenuat.? Kat considered syerit: 8 1” / a ins 8 sether as in former yeats to way was fairly open, for you to finish the cere- cil that if the brethren ee ao discussion, and the first was finally rejected by set off, 
solved from all obligation tu continue a party to | mos va ie en wh of Christ in this place ?”| mony, of removing my name at once.’I desired act — ” eo er ee a small majority, but the last was adopted male 18 chi 
that compact,” as thoogh your covenant with) "0 " UP | t : : twice before. you and | it and expected it, but as you have taken a dif. of existing evils, and See aa ant female voting by yeaand nay. Nays— those ¢ 
this chureh is of such a nature that you are re- — ae aed oe ‘ou retired for its con-| fereni course it becomes necessary for me to,turn to former fellowship and christian er James Ripley and wife, J. R. Wellman an4 that th 
leased from it by the chureh’s violation of it, | those syerpeinnies ae ee . tween | govern myself aceordingly, lest my silence may |course. You accepted that result, but how did wife, J.B. Wellman, E. Cole and D. Davis— house 
s ro sideration. You took sufficient time (outers . : : h th! you fulfil the engagement to return to former fel - - ; : eer 
simply considered. : Soa een ee tiowis) wv consider and ascertain | be construed to indicate an assent to the tru i  alefallais besareianiaak Whek dcteaan |" wife of J. B. Wellman being excused from positi 
The covenant of this chaven. —" i a a all that the above question meant or implied; | °f your statements, an answer to your prayer Sep eat ‘ : F : .. voting. The name of brother Boardman was ed of 
«a nat0fe very different from this. It Is no ‘ ; ces and induce a further lingering, I feel constrain. succeeding we were called to test our sincerity — : lank and sta : fore fo 
; i. te in the common intercourse | 20d then you gave your unconditional assent to | 4nG in Bering, ie he former intercourse inserted in the biank and a letter drafied ang 
Be Ses ee ee eee : pues signed it with own hand. That) ed at once to reply and assure you that your !n our pieuge fo return to the forme ; . adopted. There had been injustice done to the submi 
ot -t# le ph a ea mF ~—, rie : tinalen ens apprehended by the church and | admonition has not the remotest tendency, re-| by oe a oy oe ae a famnity 6 Sie: Clady ater bis decbbee’ ta a upon 
. ia nee a oo ae nie others as it imports in the result. The church |‘aining your present position to induce that re- meeting. ee eee 2 ‘* t ’ ee ap- final settlement of rents and other dealings by the we 
OP het ac a Cee, accordingly gave their unconditional assent to| pemtance and return which you say you pray ee see oe Seo oe a the trustees who acted in behalf of the church own © 
of the gospel.”’ This clearly imports that breth- ’ a a ot devending to ite geuee for. peared not in the gathering, but seated in a cor and society, I moved the church to rectify this gover 
ren may errand lepart from their covenant en. | !!; Uhverstan a ‘ : mt ps ence a r en I have withdrawn from you with a full con-| ner behind the pulpit stairs, and numbers of wrong iin at the same time, but in vain. I My ex 
srineais a consequently need christian | Meaning pt vi this, at nc ; os : vietion of your disorderly walk, and with long you for many succeeding months I saw bot ie sles ceil the society to rectify the wrong comm 
liscipline Your covenant to maintain the dis- sped a estou 3 iti mapa and painful experience of its effects, and not as the sanctuary. The forsaking the communion but members of the church opposed and defeat. Count 
cipline of Christ's house ts a covenant to ren i _ cs See oan ps aes of the you intimate in the Admonition, without having and assemblies was not thought so much of ed it on the ground that it had then laid so long ei,” « 
Wer te raeke eee eee oo ee rian ; is tl : ¢ eveaatton co-0 nin with attempted to restore you in a gospel manner, then as now by you. that it was better to let it go unredressed, and conce 
wtih thie Charck. therefore, tekken 1¢ iv pees | OOOO - ion ong - a oma a, af but after long protracted and repeated vain ef: A call was made soon after the council to it remains a known and unredressed wrong a pled 
ed. that the brethren are Jiable to Imary err; | the cae a soi > ; ’ jority ad d to| forts to reclaim you, and induce you to forsake make some necessary repairs Upon the meeting but not through my neglect to try to reclaim the iherec 
and you by covenanting to maintain the disci- | VOPR: a nie ‘<a i aa ear ; i ‘ your uncaristian principles and practices, not-| house to render it comfortable for the winter ; church from. it. Leading members of your You 
pline of Christ's house, engaged to watch over the answe - a Ae Tea = 2 pa ieee withstanding you say while speaking upon this a fit occasion as would seem for a litle exhibi- body from its earliest history were in the habit heart 
them, to correct them, when they err. according WHS” oe oe - ca os aan a subject in your Admonition that “ you are not tion of that fellowship and christian sympathy of withholding their money and other property unwil 
to the gospel, which requires “if a man be won ~ ee Rte eee ae aware of the fact that I have made any such at- which we had mutually pledged, but none of from taxation, both in town and church affairs, close | 
overtaken ina fault ye which are. spiritual re- completing the a . = ., |tempts.”” This assertion was read with no or- you responded to the call to participate and we and inculcatieg the practice in others. Before badu 
uch an ore in the spirit of meekness ;” . See ee are a oe on a dinarv surprise. Brethren, how can you be thus were left to make the repairs unaided by you. I became a member of the church I was called tion oO 
and how this is ta be done is deseribed in the) * SiH ORES SE Te en: Hay Sey ee 4 forgeifal, or thus trifle with truth. When you Thus brethren, vou effectually nullified the to the office of selectman, and in that capacity on yo 
1Sih- chanter Of Dranihew it more obligatory than the one “en ae sound to that wicked expedient of calling result of that council made known to you before labored with the leading members of your body. declin 
The departure of brethren from their cove. before that council, nor the peeping into the Society, persons from other churches vou gave your assent to it, and against the Cor- 1, were until that time my personal political ces, W 
nant by sinful conduct in itself simply consid. Pledge that se a nee oe | and societies, and from the common mass of so. rectness of which you have never been able to 14 family friends, to induce them cordiaily to attem 
ered, therefore. does not release you from your ing and — _ ae — = eo ciety to maintain the power of the few to govern) raise an objection and thereby you again defeat- ¢ 346 the practice but in vain. I was obliged dition 
covenant with sem as that you may withdraw — eg ae non age | the many, ! immediately took measures to try | ed al! attempts thus far made to restore you and to violate my oath of office or break friendship prove 
from them at pleasure,—but instead of this by oe ee | 10 restore you in a gospel manner, by bringing “maintain the discipline of Christ’s house,” yi) them. I chose the latter, and since that called 
their violation of their covenant is imposed np. | YOU, to wit—countenancing -~ eae ike subject before the body of the church tha: and instead of repentance and return you added ji... if | have had personal, political and substi 
on you a new duty to perform, which is, to “re. — We 8 Beles Wenenre Sam Say ees rnd she might adopt the most effectual method to new indignities at every succeeding trial to re- family enemies, they are with you and your half « 
store them according to the gospel. Were | © ee ee — | bring back those who were the chief offenders. | claim you. leaders. I have not failed to hold up this prac- perm! 
the church as euilty as you seem to think her | C8! council ; and justify yourself = o doing | But they met in caucus at the parsonage and) Deceive not yourselves with the vain thought tice as an abounding sin in your body, and con- then 
to be, until you had songht to restore her as eens Shee ee 7 nt sania scheme to get the brethren committed that as you have not been reclaimed you have sequently they cease not their enmity and per- heari 
marke? out in the gospel, your forsaking her, SE CA, DAVE: FOR, HN, ee TT by written pledges, to approve and cover their not resisted and foiled efforts of your brethren cocytion, but how can they or you asa_ body three 
communion and assemblies would bea violation , Beach was by that sais a or seats bolle tha church were permitted to to answer for, nor that vou can successfully gamonish me that I have never sought to re- by so 
of your covenant. This we believe will so ap. | MInistty or Vavicns Seno, SNe Se eka | hear the remonstrance and the facts in support ‘‘ admonisn’’ me that I Rave never pnctne T€- crnre yon from your disorderly walk? into tl 
nt ja Mite Cn pavetal tolincisnh taut that on | OONe Ot ih ices iP Alpence, to Produce di- | “* sty meee sues wy we cxnsupe Buu CMY EXPedi-| Claim you from the wrongs I have chargedupon, Brethren and sisters, had J taken among you less c 
NSRP PP WA sh Vie R ET ia'tne worid'to come | for other offences implicating his christian |¢®t Which would make the veriest political, you. the opposite course, and instead of rebuking shoul 
That yon have sougiit to restore the church, 2M for © a es a : P rk dud i _demagogue of the land blush and hide hishead) When I first connected with the church, ten cin in high places had sought to glide smoothly refust 
from what you deem her wrong, as described #" | ee charac Pe oe eae T _| for shame, you defeated the attempt to restore. years ago, it was then under the pastoral care along with you in approving subjection and é. mate! 
in the gospel we are not aware ee 7 cg . va a re , ae you from that aggravated sin. jof Rev. Mr. Clary. Not far from that time Mr. lent participation with your leaders in their un- those 
In reply to the second charge, you say in| ¥¢ oe al Lae ae re di-| You had unkindly slandered me in attempt- Clary kindly admonished a leading brother of christian principles and practices, I know not sion ¢ 
vour communication of March 25th, that you| Which say, “1 = oe ; s th aa te to justify your proceeding in calling those his danger from ardent Spirit; the purest motives why the favor I once had with them should ed th 
have disregarded “the result of council ee eras he su nals Sa »__ | Strangers into the society, and I attempted to and kindest manner in the performance were have been forfeited. stanc 
cether.”’ To justify you in this you say, the : eat ee in brethren in the name | restore you from that sin by moving the church ineffectual to secure him from the resentment it Had I connived at the withholding of your half 
ee ee ee ee eee Lord Jesus Christ, that ve withdraw ‘0 !pstitute inquiry into those slanders that per- enkindled ; he was marked a victim to %e slain property from the invoice ; had I fallen in with so th 
them ; that they refused to hear you in any °f idan on h tk casino »» | ceiving their falsity and unreasonableness you or putdown; his support was soon dried up the long cherished notion that the pleasure of like 
wise in relation to the subsisting difficuliies in [Tom eve " e a cabot : ee ory aides might be induced to repent of them,—but you through the withering influence thus enkindled certain men must. be law, and that whoever perc 
the church, but referre! them to the 18th Chap * h, deer a = a wo i chtagainst Tesorted to many evasive expedients to prevent againsi him, he was starved out and dismissed dared to questien the rightful sapremacy of that posit 
ter of Matthew, &c ; and then reqnired you to | Conduct in respect lo the charges Drought again the success of this effort to restore you. I re-) in October, 1834. being then in a feeble state of law, was a lawful victim, to be crippled, for more 
fellowship the church in her imiquities, of which | * : ' a th the precents of the gos. Sorted to the measures prescribed in the 18th of | health, with which he lingered through the win- ought that appears to me, I might have enjoyed or if 
vou had long complained. These charges upon o eee = ie ~~ aan dials a _Malt., to attempt to restore you as individuals, ter, and died in April. In February the ques- a great deal of external quietude and favor in asid 
the council we believe are withont any founda re _ ee ste well 0 from the sin of that iniquitous proceeding ; but tion seemed unsettled whether he was to rise your body, but you exceedingly err when you solic 
tion. Weare a ed to hear them, and be re ne me = ht epecMe sts « alk aa sik AS soon as it was known that that course of re-! with returning warm weather or sink to the admonish me that my sin against you lies in Ings 
lieve yoo to be g y of great sin in’ making . an be * ve ‘Gan ans Bais with storing you Was in progress, your leaders, in grave. In this state of suspense he solicited my neglect to strive to restore you from your able 
them this church by forsaking her communion and, order to evade its operation crowded you UP tO) permission to remain upon the parsonage as we sins My sins against you,that is that by which ane 
¥ That cor was called to consider the expe ililies. ie viclatian i. advice of late coun. Cll a council to sit upon the difficulties in the) were jikely to be without a pastor for a time, I have incurred your displeasure, consists in obli; 
fiency of 1 ehorch granting letters of dis ’ yee ; ke oa 1 diy isregzarding it altogeth.| Shape they were then in, and with unblushing | that the question of his health might be settled having from time to time rebuked your sinsand mor 
: misston and reeommendation to you ar | athe rs , z eo : oer eis aes cats aeat 4, boldness proceeded and selected the whole coun-! jn some measure before he should remove from sought to restore you, and the intensity of your cum 
organized a new church, and with ees m te ade ries ie ita \ aaa es 'cil themselves io try their own misdeeds, and the place, and as it was very doubtful whether displeasure has been in proportion to the faith- Ir 
att ” ae oR Ree el ne es ee sebtatadin " ea a relj.| has put an end to that attempt to restore you he could be removed without the most disastrous fulness with which I have made known your “sig 
leem wt oe 3 7 ne einuk te iad has been deposed from the individually, by the rules of the 18th chapter of consequences to his health. His desire to re- sins and sought your recovery and restraint 
ve 4 pertions of the e ureh ; and to cade by a regular ecclesiastical counci!).__| Matthew /main was made known to many of you by a from further transgression. But I confess my a 
hear and consider personal difficuliies if they aaa a ional to these charges we To prevent your straying farther into the lab- personal friend of his, and your assent genera!- sin against God and my ewn conscience con- —_ 
thoaght proper. it was a council before whom sa : be contrary to the gospel yrinths of iniquity by pursuing the measures }y given, but when made known to the brother sists in not havixg done more by way of great- - 
you Cesired to present your case. A part only)” Our prayer to God for you, dear brother, is YOU had commenced for getting a council of who had heen offended by his kind office he et plainness and faithfulness in exposing your “oy 
of the council called appeared, and on this ac that you may see your sin in respeet to -— your own choosing to dispose of your misdeeds, refased his assent, and seeing his unwillingness Unchristian principles and practices. If the vd 
count the church thought it best to defer a shines chased sonia Gan a ted Wikio | and to endeavor io bring you back from YOu to grant the request many of you who had be— Lord will forgive me in this thing in regard to 0 
ritihttic tet Magi eencaboare dest secrssios soles I san i . the day of final judgment ;| Wanderings, by a more Gospel course I defeated for¢ given your assent turned to the support of the past,it is my settled purpose to bear a more =< 
wes Uae Cae the Govire Which yoo Meaatented and that you may repent of it and ie works your measures for getting an exparte council of the offented brother and in a most cruel man- consistent and living testimony against your 7 
and those sympathising with you,to make a meet for repentance by confession of your | Your own choosing, and induced the calling of ner, refused the request of their languishing Unchristian principles and ponenees = Se effe 
shewing before the part of the council called iat: anal salto e Dae in keeping your cove. | ® council to be mutually chosen, and before a brother, to his grief and probable acceleration than I have done heretofore. Wherein I have a 
that were present, that the church consented nant with this church sceording to the gospel /council thus called I exerted my feeble efforts, of his decease. This transaction was afterwards heretofore faintly rebuked you for upholding ce 
The council heard all that they deemed desira ( our Lord Jesus Christ: and in rendering | °° to present your misdeeds and Unchristian | brought up against the church by Rev. J. Row- Violence, bloodshed, oppression, drunkenness, we 
ble of important in the ease and gave such ad obedience to the precepts aac principles of the principles and practices as that you might if ell. your former pastor, in answer to an inquiry 4Varice, dishonesty, me. ce» and conginsad in son: 
vice as they thought suited to our wants. Un gospel from which we believe you have depart. possible be induced to open your eyes lo a view made by the church for the reasons for his with. 2 external fellowship and half-way approval, Se 
r these circumstances, your language cor os 5 : |of yourselves, and the path you had trod. Bot holding communion with them, as one among I henceforth intend by the grace of God, to A 
cerning that coun or er . ‘May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be | ‘his trial, tedious and protracted as it was, and! many reasons for his so withholding from com- Zz withdrew from every brother that walketh disor. om 
wicked ; and your disregard of their advice Pig tie | faithfully and kindly as it was conducted bY | munion with vou. Having been employed by derly. - is 
sw fal By vote of the church, | the council, was attended by many discourag: | ihe ohurch to draft an answertothecommunica., [9 your admonition yee Sage ” ne ‘owr 
When persons differing, sabmit their ease A. SPAULDING, Pastor, | ing circumstances in its progress and results.'\i4. of Mr. Rowell. when on this part of the length and with much emphasis a = 7 tens 
a tribonal, by themselves mutnally chosen, i Apri! 3d, 1842 | Those of you who had been prominent ActOrs | subject expressed assent to the truth alleged ject of the Council of April 10th, 1841.— i 
s expected they will abide its decision. To dis in filling up the sceiety with foreign voters, to by Mr. Rowell, respecting the mistreatment of You lay down the strange doctrine, wre i 
réenerd wecision (hue obtained: is: considered REPLY TO THE ADMONITION, strengthen your hands to govern the majority, Mr. Clary, and the appropriate expressions of disregard the derision of a onnee re, il 
by the common ent of mankind a violation Connisn, April 7, 1842. | and principals in defeating every succeeding a. | regret for the wrongdone him. The brethren Chosen by parties at issue, eae eoneiaeoes : itie 
* rality and common honesty. IL persons Tu the Congregational Church in Cornish tempt to restore the transgressor, now atiempted | who had been the principals in the cruel pro. the common consent of mankind . violation o ms 
flering are sincere and honest in asking the An Admonition from you, by the hand of | to defeat this movemeni also, by inducing the ceeding with Mr. Clary, interfered and endeav— morality and common honesty. This e od 
iginent of a mutual tribunal, itis taken for) brother Rufus Fairbanks, dated April 3d, was! witnesses engaged to prove the original sin in| ored to prevent any admiesion of wrong done leave unqualified and without exception, ap me 
evanied tha tie regard that judgment, yesterday received. You admonish me upon | regard to the society meeting to absent them-| yy, Clary, and every expression of regret, for therefore means, right or wrong, just or unjust, a 
Phis is expected and demanded even among the the subject of the 4 charges alleged against me ‘selves from the council, that the truth might not | those wrong acts from being inserted in the an- Correctly or incorrectly performed. Such : - 
men of this world. Much more is it expeeted/in the complaint of Br. Milton Wyman, and | pe brought out to the council. Enough of truth | ewer of the church to Mr. Rowell’s communi. decision by the common cunseni of er ce 
of the professed followers of Christ, that they close with saying that your prayer to Goa for however was exhibited to enable that council iD! cation, and not succeeding in this, they opposed like the laws “ the Medes and Persians, : on 
will regard the advice of <3 of churches’ me is, that T may see my sin in respect to the! some measare to appreciate your conduct in the adoption of the answer, because those admis- altereth not! This betrays both _——. oe 
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i tig V mou { 
nection vanished Then with others I sought 
i separa n i t ay ite and prom- 
sing remedy i t for this you refused 
and reter¢ 1 n ind was then agai 
refused and couy vilh an attempt to invols 
us in fe \ vith the ¢ in of chureh tn 
q s A (te ft ie di eration and 
su ey [in past cene ma he I of 
affai t was again asked ar gain reiu | 
And finally on the first of August, it was taken 
upon the principle, that t was forfeited to us | 
the unfaithfulness of the irch in keeping her 
covenant vows 

Although many causes have been combine 
to consummate the separation,yetit may pla 


be traced to one prominent cause, out of wh 
others seem to have grown as branches, *' Deep 
rooted selfishness in dishor hearts.’ From = this 
source first sprang the lorg indulged principle 
that men and money must rule over majorities ; 

i 


and to defend this old settler, sanctified any 


means or measur n ry by 


hence the corruptions through which we have 


waded. The equality of the brethren as 
down in the “perfect rule of practice,” was 
never thought to be designed for this body. 
Standipg upon this point of observation 
brethren and sisters, you may overlook the 
whole scene of your two years controversy for 
a meeting-house, from your first callof © all 
persons interested in building a meeting house, 


to our final separation First you see the sul 


'p 
ject assumed from the people’s hand into the 


coporate society, fully under the control of those 


holding this principle. Then given to commit 
tee after commuitiee of their own choosing ; then 
craftily asssumed into the church, conceale 
a commen prayer mince 


to a foreign cominittee, purposely calted in the 


absence of one of the committee opposed t 
them; attended by the trick of laying aside | 
expressed will of the people, when called four 
by the committee, and slily substituting therefor 
in exhibition of the location of the wealth 


x ' } ; 
Further onward you oon see the ingatherins 


host ef foreign voter nto your < porate 


society,’’ and the sudden spring of the trap 


door, When enough are in to govern the ¢ 


Then you see the gathering of the leaders in 


Caucus at the parsonage, to devise a covering for} 


I 
the sin; see the cratfy brother, as he passes 
from brother to brother, to forestal the epinon 
and bind them fast in black and) white L 

again, and you see them gravely choosing a 
Council themselves lo ser upon then OWD Wis 
deeds A little farther on you see a gathering 
Council, and you may see the brethren. with 


soltly step approach the witnesses engaged t 


prove their misdee lampering to keep them 
away, and offering them wag ( other 
way You see the coun vent I iking 
their sins, and pouring on oi to heal their 
Suripes Aid iddealy you seea mall gither- 
ing at the sanctuary and at <ntermission a 
prayer meeting is called to prove our sincerity 
and our returning affection, but you e many 
are absent and some indisposed. The mine! 
had p inted us back, away back to the point 
Where we “satin our first attempt ind where 
we left the comrades of the congregation; bu 
what do you next see? A messenger hasten 
to the council, to find ie Way to get release 
from the people, the tr ne cong 
they are tog many And | sentiy you 
brethren wyfally assemble by themselv witb 
akey tolock the people out; the brethren take 
land proceed, bu on tl re ib ) 
‘ i i Lia . ‘ i\ ve 
to exclu } | mn you may exter 
iy vi wh wh ( i I ( 
the ¢ raat nilue ft} nox pl 
ciple, on vi ' eu I you a 
} rch have Ve 1 madea 
Serious ¢ \ row you M 
upon your 1 i | 
to be relea \ P 
dil il } t n ' ! 
} f ot | el vena 
vhich m ° tt \ ( 
review, ora ( ! \ 
ur position Your watch « rou \ 
t.{be ha t hh CXC ed 1a S¢ ah ersecu 
ny sia I 1 \ ‘ i ot hea ites 
rah caanacte oul } \ \ iu c} entu 
»one another, to destroy wf i y; you 
Misrey ent u ) Cc Wo! i y may 
hun { nt tt ( ) tu 
mu foresta gy agarnst us, that they may 
} by a \ e You me not 
rat j \ t i right way 
ind ike the » ») Orit \ 
u reproach us to the ‘world as covenant break 
and wanderers from the fold, aud go to om 
tors, and the more timid, and those among 
who have not been the “chief actors” among us 


aod pinfully tell them, not theér faults, but the 
fanits of their leaders,as you term us,——buty 


In the reach of our ‘sword of the 


spina? Truth What remained of common 
stock of the old ship to which we had contribut 
ed our fall sha on which you had not before 
land violent hat you have modestly taker 


! +} ‘ } 
along with you he new edifice, so far as was} 


needful to your comfort or convenience, doubt 
less under the prov sof the Covenant l 
Servant caa har NOTIN ] t iF, ova HO- 
J hut what ts hts master’ 
Brethren and sister those whom you em 
poy to preside over you, and execute vour will 
an peak in your behalf, repre rot For 


r deaings wilh u woile you tt emy IOV 


m, I hold you responsible. You, as an or-|the reasons ior ay withdrawal from your | 


z n,a am dealing with; and as such 


ut rn you ¢t r yarn vou 


| ANSWER 1O COMPLAINT OF M. WYMAN ws 


See SEO TE RD WT 


ind the world, that my covenant wun you asa 


church is forever at an end. 








With you individuals, many of you, I have 
no contre otherwise than as you sufiel 
yourselves to float Along in this rotten bark, to 
be led by ese evil inhuence ind to drink in 

r poise is spirit I h recollections ol 
ve easons of delightful intercourse Witl 
most of you, which the storms and commotions 
through which we have passed have not powel 
to obliterate from my memory. It grieves me 
to leave you in your present cis Unstances ] 
ullectionately warp you to review seriously the 

} 
{ exal e well your present n n, and 
int well the cost for the future And beware 
at you vot your weight i the wrong 
{ th ile. Remem that you are } edg 
to the ‘7 ct rule of 3 ice.’ 

Phe Lor O} 1 you ye behold, and give 
you gra forsake wha wrong and walk in 
i way ol i 

[ should here close this communication if you 
were faithfultlo your covenant, but ye t reproach 

O v is faithle 1 the keeping 

} € ( € ist ¢ l,and cowe not t 

ne with the charge ] therefore add a wol } 


oneerning that council. 


The Council was called to consider our re 
jeust to be dismissed from the church. In sup 
ing Gur request we ari unged our cause into 

ten parts, under so many distinet heads, encom: 


passing some of the prominent principles and 


corrupt practices brought to view in this 
communication, with other The council con- 
‘ * hy } 
i together upon out wn, al prohibited 
us to show any thing in support of our request 
nder seven of the ten heads confining us to 
three, out of the ten and all the others (en- 
p ng within them the difficulties alluded 
to in this communication, and others) must be 
setiled posed of by the rules of the 18:h 
| rpre of Ma e\ Havin heard us upon 
he th eads not prohibite hey decided 
OAT ul request S¢ ed and obtained 
ut nsent that they mig loca the house, 
in i nee ci 1 ime, and en foote 
up r resuit Wilh a Sweey Y re i n, en 
npa y all € nat } If pran ¢ 
showing,which they had tarned over to the 18th 
chapter of Mathew, ind allthe other difficulues 
aud corruptions of the charch, and pronounce 


} 


them all settled and buried in oblivion; and 


requested us to return to full fellowship with 
your organization, in all its abominations, n 
! 


withstanding there had been no submission t 


them of any cf the matters encompassed in that 


most extracrdinary resolution 


By thus awarding upon matters not submitted 


tothem, the council nullified their whole vro 
ceeding, and we reje lita rdingly And 
pu question to 1 [ put it to the 
Vor und ie rment.of every man 

ve have ne Without identitying ourselve 
in all ibe iniquities of your organization, and 
ipproving them before the world ? 

I wrote you Februarv 20, 1842, soliciting an 
interview, to acquaint you with my reason fot 
withdrawa, from you As you decline this ¢ei- 

y I substance the foregoing in writing 


Resnectially yours, 
BENJ. COMINGS 


Cornish, March 4th, 1842 
ANSWER TO B. COMINGS’ REQUEST FOR AN 
NIERVIEW 
The Congregational Church of Christ in 


Cornish to Dea. Benj. Comings, a member 


f said Church: 


Dear Brother,— Your communication of 
Feb. 20. was presente d to us for considera- 
tion, Mareh Ist, to which we reply. 

We do not find any thing in the scriptures 

in the usages of the churehes, io justify 
ichureh of Christin listening to reasons 


from any one of its embers for withdraw- 
ing the hand of fellowship. If he is offend- 
ed with a brother, or brethren, or with the 
church as a body, we deem it his duty to re- 
store them according tothe principles of the 
gospel. To withdraw from the communion, 
or from the assemblies of the church, or to 
withdraw the hand of fellowship till he has, 


he regular way, sought reconciliation, is 


int 
in our view, a violation of his covenant en- 


vgagements; and fora church to listen to 
reasons for so Going would be, in our appre- 
hension, to listen to reasons to justify him 
in violating the rules of the gospel. 

This we think, is in accordanee not only 
to the principles of the gospel, but also to a 
tanding rule of this chureh, with which 
we think you must be acquainted, to wit: 


‘Ty ol r 


fu the opinion of this church, itis a vio- 
lation of christian duty for any member to 
absent himself from the communion on ae- 
count of any disaffection with any proceed- 
Ing 
any of his brethren.” 

In view of these considerations we feel it 
our duty not to comply with your proposl- 
won, 

By vote of the church, 
ALVAH SPAULDING, Pastor. 

Cornish, March Ist, 1842. 


B. COMINGS. 
lo the Congregational Church wn Cornish: 
Dear Brethren and Sisters, —On the 20th 


of Feb. last, | wrote you a line soliciting au 


|interview, that I might state to you freely} 


gs of the church, or with the conduct of 


inent causes for my renunciation of you as 


a christian church. Subsequently to this [| 


received a formal answer to my first com- 
munication, in which you refused to grant 
the favor of an interview. 

I soon learned informally that you refused 
the reading of my communication to the 
church, that you might maintain your con- 
sistency in refusing me an interview. Di- 
rectly afterhaving submitted my written re- 
nunciation of you as a christian church, 
brother Milton Wyman called on me, March 
5th, for the first step of labor, as he said, 
and stated verbally the following charges 
against me—viz: 

1. Leaving our place of worship. 

2. Departing from advice of council, in 
April, 1841. 

3. Violating your pledge to abide the lo- 
cation of said council. 

4. Giving your aid and support to a man 
to preach who had been deposed by a Con- 
gregational Council. 

l asked brother Wyman, whether his ob- 
ject was to take the first step of labor legally, 
or whether in the spirit of christian law, he 
came to seek my reformation. He replied, 
that he came to take the first step of labor. 
I asked if he came by appointmentof the 
church, or of his own movings. Hesaid he 
came by direction of the church. I remark- 
ed that if he merely wished to make a legal 
step in the labor, he perhaps did not wish 
to obtain my answer to the points he had 
stated. He said it would be of no use to 
extend the conversation. I made no reply 
to the charges. He said he supposed that 
other brethren had talked a great deal with 
ine about leaving them, and the other mat- 
ters he had mentioned, and al! in vain. | 
told him no brother had exchanged a word 
with me on the subject of leaving, or any 
of the affairs of the church after I left. 

March 9th, brother Wyman called again 
with brothers Clement Chase and Samuel 
Avers to take the second step, and presented 
the following charges in writing, which I 
copied in his presence. 

Cornish Mareh 9th 1842. The first 
charge I expect to sustain against brother 
Benj. Comings, is in your grossly violating 
your covenant obligations in the church,and 


leaving your usual place of worship. 


2. In your departing from the advice of 


Council in April last. 


5. In violating your pledge in advice of 


said council. 


4. In your sustaining and supporting a 


man that has been deposed by an ecclesias- 
tical council of our order. 

These charges 1 expect to sustain by 
evidence, unless admitted by the one to 
which they are alleged.” 

On the 17 instanta paper of which the 
following is a true copy, was left at my 
house by brother Milton Wyman: 

To the Con. Ch. in Cornish. 

Beloved brothers and _ sisters,—Heving 
been aggrieved with the unchristian conduct 
of brother Dea. B. Comings, and having la- 
bored to convince him of his wrong and to 
bring him to repentance butin vain, I here- 


} 


with present to the church the following 


charges against said brother B. Comings. 

1. Violating his covenant with the church 
in forsaking her communion and her assem- 
blies. 

2. Departing from the advice of late coun- 
cil of April 10, 1541. 

3. Violating his pledge before said council 
of April 10, 1841. 

4. Sustaining and countenancing a man 
as a religious teacher who has been deposed 
from the ministry by a regular ecclesiasti- 
eal council. 

Having taken the first and second steps 
of labor according to the gospel in respect 
to the charges above specified without ob- 
taining satisfaction, | hereby present them 
to the church. Mitton Wyman. 

Tn support of the above charges we shall 
produce witnesses—Benj. Chase, Eliza S. 


Warren, James Fitch, Barthina Fitch, Sam. | 


vel Johnson, Josiah Stone, C. Chase, Sa- 
rai Deming, William S. Deming,Samuel S. 
Robinson, Geo. W. Wild. We shall also 
‘produce some evidence that is in public 
print, 

Agreable to vote of the church March 11, 


< 


1842, they wil! meet March 25, at the new 
| Congregational meeting house, to hear rea- 
sons, if any you have, in your defence, at 
iten o'clock, forenoon. 


copy, bears no date, and has no other ad- 


Cornish.” 
It purports to be a complaint (not a copy) 


j!o the ehurch against me. It has some simi- 


terially, as will be seen at once by compari- 
;}$on. 
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' J = 
in writing to your body, a few of the prom-|be admitted unless the previous steps have judge ye; for we cannot but speak 
° 


the 


been taken mentioned Matt. 18: 15, 16, ex-)things which we have seen and heard» 
cept when such steps have been prevented Acts 4: 19, 20. Gamaliel wisely Counselleg 


by the absence of the offender.”’ 


that haughty Sect of old, the Pharises, 


ag 


The Sth article of those regulations pro-;they were striving to gag the Apostles 


'vides that a copy of each charge with the 


ake heed to yourselves what ye int, 


names of the witnesses to support shall be|to do as touching these men.” Acts 5; 35 
furnished the accused, and a citation shali/‘‘And now I say unto you, refrain from 


be served upon him for his attendance atthe | these men 
| time appointed for the hearing. | counsel on 
It will be seen at once that times, places, | to nought. 


| . . e 
and circumstances of the accusations are overthrow 
fight against God.” Acts 5: 


The apostle to the Thessalonians 2; 9 , 


wholly omitted in regard to all the charges. 
The paper left at my house, of which the 
pay 


and let them alone; for if y, 


Ny 


this work be of men it Will com 
But if it be of God ye canpy, 
it; lest haply ye be found even tg 
38, 39. 


. . ot tee . 
above is a copy, may have been intended for S4YS— let no man deceive you by ary 


ja copy of the complaint on which you are 
\to act, and a citation, though it bears no there come a falling away first, and tha; 
man of sin be revealed the son of perditiog 


evideace of either. 


means ; for that day shall not come eypg,, 
i 


Understanding that you are to meet to day who opposeth and exalteth himsel aboye 


for the purpose of a hearing on a complaint 


all that is called God or worshipped, so tha, 


. e ‘Tt 
against me, and having had no certified copy | 45 God he setteth inthe Temple of Goi 


. . . 71 . Lf ¢ 3 e ” 
of a complaint, or citation, or even invita- Showing himself that he is God, 
r : : ‘ 
Your thoughts will inséantly escape frog 


tion to appear before you (which might well 


be expected, if my presence was desired, af-| this passage and make their flight to Rom 
ter having been refused an audience) I write the seat of the Pope, and with frowning de. 
you that you may not misapprehend me in testation and horror you will look at thy 


any Wise to your inconvenience. 


despot, that “man of sin,” setting himsel 


If the paper I have received is a copy of UP to execute the prerogatives which belo, 


a complaint on which you are to act, I have! to God only. 


You contemplate him diy), 


only to say concerning it—the 1,2, and 3 ing out the earth by mites and boungs 


charges I have virtually admitted in my @™ong his vassals. 


Assuming to preside 


. . ° > ‘ i = af g g 
communication to you in which I withdrew Under Christ, supreme Head and Ruler oy, 


the hand of fellowship, except ‘ violating his chureh on earth, as such, setting up agj 


the covenant.’ I therein say in substance, Pulling down 


at pleasure— COM Manding 


as now recollected,—that in consideration 06€ to speak and another to keep silence 


of your violation of the covenant, I had con. 29d whom he sees fit to pgposE is deposed 


7 


sic 


to continue a party to that compact, and had 'heciselves accordingly ; and the deposed 
d 


withdrawn from your connection on the first whether priest or einperor, is outlawe 


Sabbath in August, 1841, 


lered myself absolved from all obligation indeed, and t 


Worid is ordered to gover 


anc 


made a common mark of anathema ané 


Concerning the result or advice of coun- Vengeance for every man, and they who 


cil, I said in substance in that communica. Weld not hunt them unto death were them. 
tion, for reasons therein briefly set forth, 1 Se!ves anathamatized by the same tyrain; 


had set aside and disregarded althgether the POter- 


This is that Man 


of Sin, and this 


result of said council. The reason as therein his system of DEPOSITION : and you W 

briefly given, was that the council awarded View it with unspeakable horror, and w 
; away : ‘ - sat 

upon matters not submitted to them, and ‘urn away the point of this scripture frog 


thereby rendered the whole result void. 
They solicited and obtained our consent 


that they might make a location of the site Principle of your fourth charge against me 


yourselves to this monster of usurpation agi 
despotism, blind to the glaring fact thatthe 





fora meeting house. Having refused to '$ One and the same with the foundation ¢ 


hear us in any wise in relation to the sub- Catholicism, and differs from its ulmox 


sisting difficulties in the church,but referred €Mormity only in that it necessarily accou- 
them to the rules of the 18th chap. of Mat- modates itself to the age and country 


thew, by which rule alone they’ said they which we live. 


The language of the sec 


could be settled, and then without a hear- i this charge is, that the deposed, whether 
ing in regard to those difficulties, and with- Self deposed or sect deposed, must keep si 
outa submission of them, awarded them lence, at the peril of outlawry, spiritual i 
setuied aud buried in obliviou—and required | "0t temporal, and that he who presumes I 
us to fellowship you in the iniquities of disrespect the mandate in regard to the d- 
which we had long justly complained. Had Posed does it at the peril of his own spiritv- 


this subject been included in the proposition 4! outlawry =! 
Brothers and sisters ; 


to us to let the council locate the house, 
both would have been instantly rejected. 


That it was not considered as included formality, and admitting as 


waving all excep: 
tions to your proceedings on account of is. 


have and now 


in the question submitted by the council to 40, the letter of your charges as submitej 
the parties for their assent see the answer of '0 me in the first interview of the compia a 
the majority of the church in which they @9!, or as in the paper left by him, excep 


reply solely in reference to the location, not, the words 


violating nis covenant with the 


even alluding to the difficulties, which were Church,” I desire that you may proceed 


afterwards brought into the result. 


Further reply to the charges on this sub- ly as may be. 


corroborate my act of renunciation as speed: 
I request a copy of you 


ject I need not make. I leave it with you. Proceedings, agreeable to the 14th article 


I only ask you before you vote on these |f your regulations. 


charges to search out scripture authority for 
making the advice of councils binding upon 
any body to the extent you imply ia these 
charges. 

The Pope would have his advice thus 
binding. He would have the world think 
that to go counter to his advice is good cause 


for excommunication. 


ADMONITION, 


The Congregational Church of Christ 1 
Cornish to Dea. Benjamin Comings amen 


ber of satd Church : 


Dear Brother,—A complaint against y° 


BENJ. COMINGS. 
Cornish, March 25, 1842, 


In regard to the 4th and most extraordi- Was presented to the church by brother Ml 


nary charge, I only say, if the charge were ‘on 


Wyman, March 11th, 1842, chargin; 


sufficiently explicit that I could understand You with violating your covenant -with {is 
who is meant by “a man,” whom I am ac-|¢barch, in forsaking her communion andis 


cused of sustaining and countenancing as a semblies; violating the result of ate cout 
gle ler oda 
religious teacher who had been deposed,&c. ¢i! of April 10, 1841 ; violating your ples 


I would as readily save you the trouble of 
proof as on the other charges. 


given before said council; and countenade 
If you had ing and sustaining aman as a religious teat 


7 ° i 2¢e " instr! 
said Thomas P. Beach, H. C. Wright, or &T Who has been deposed from the minisif 


Parker Pillsbury, | should cheerfully admit 
\that I have countenanced and in a measure 


by a regular ecclesiastical council. 


These charges the church voted, if su 


‘sustained each of them asa religious teacher) 'ained, are a sufficient ground for discipline 


—and thatafter they had severally renounc-| They also voted to attend to the trial on sal 


ed their ordination, license, and sectarian Complaint at our new meeting house, Maret 
| - . . 0s 3 . 
}chureh connection, their acts of self deposi- 25th, 1842, at 10 o'clock, A. M.; and @ 


tion had been confirmed by Councils, Cleri- pointed brother Milton Wyman to give ¥% 


| . = . . . . 

‘eal Associations, and Churches of ‘tour Or-|a copy of said complaint, and cite you al 
} - ol 
\der,” in corresponding acts of deposition and) all concerned to appear at the appointed \ims 


| excommunication, 


} 
|to introduce either or al] of these names in- 
| 


. : : : : : : : i. ah? 
The paper of which the above is a true|charge—Christ calls his laborersand assigns W!th this caurch, 
which your violation of covenant 


d—to wit, your for: 


|them their work, and has no where enspow- 


| 


idress than, “To the congregational church in| ered man or any body of men to ‘LET oR complaint is predicate 
saking her communion and assemblies; 


justify yourself in so doing, 
We are aggrieved with you for your i 
specified in the charges Drove’ 
especially 


HINDER.’ 
His disciples saw a man casting out 
devils in Christ’s name, who walked not 


| 
| 
| 


larity to the charges presented me in the|with them, and forbade him—but Christ| ful conduct, 


first and second steps, though differing ma-| said, forbid him not. Mark 9: 38, 39. The|®gainst you. 


. . ~ er 
grieved to see in you such unyielding det 
¢ 


| Rulers and Scribes often forbade the apas- 


tles and diseiples with the threatnings, ‘mination to persist in your wrong. : 
The Sts article of your regulations says,| stripes, and imprisonment, to speak in the| fee! constrained in compliance with the pe 
“In every accusation the times, places, cir-| name of Christ ; bot their language was— | cepts of the gospel—by our covenant & 
}connection, t seon learned that you refused] cumstances of the offence shall, if possible,|‘* Whether itbe right in the sight of God to gagements with you—and from our res® 
(Coneluded on second page-) 


yrant my request, whereupon I submitted! be briefly stated: and no accusation shall'hearken unto you more than unto God, 





‘and place. 

March 25th, the church received a coe 
in answer (0 
In that com 


| And if you find it suited to your purpose ahs 
(munication from 


: J vai 
to the charge, you are at liberty to consider | °hatges brought against you, 


ak icati ; ges in 
ithis an admission of the act charged, AndJ| ™Unication you admit the charge nat! 
Wi cab ait  smadnt of ; “ violati venabl 
Mitton WYMAN. |have only further to add concerning this|¢xcept the words violating his cove i 
> but admit the facts 


the 


{ull 


in said 


and 


t 


are We 
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